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it? Donate elsewhere.
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Age-old pastime; modern fl avor
Students share their experiences with the tastes of hookah
Adan Rivera just added a new 
member to his Spartan family: a 
hookah. 
For those who have not been 
introduced into the world of hoo-
kah, it is a glass-based water pipe 
device for smoking fl avored to-
bacco. 
Working all day and attending 
classes the rest of the night, Rivera 
said his way of kicking back and 
relaxing is going back to his place 
and lighting up his hookah.
Rivera, a junior business major, 
fi gured it would be cheaper to own 
a hookah rather than going out to a 
lounge to smoke.
“Smoking hookah is so expen-
sive,” he said. “It is more cost ef-
fective, and we can just kick back 
and watch television or a movie 
while smoking at home.”
A centuries-old pastime, smok-
ing hookah has been gaining popu-
larity at SJSU, whether students 
prefer to smoke at home or at a 
lounge.
When the weather is nice out, 
students smoke hookah in the 
Campus Village quad, said Michael 
Domen, a sophomore advertising 
major.
“It’s easy to put together and fun 
to smoke,” he said.
Domen smoked his fi rst hookah 
last year, and like other students, he 
observed his friends smoking and 
By LIZA ATAMY
Staff  Writer
See HOOKAH, Page 6
The Barrett Ballroom at the Stu-
dent Union was packed with an es-
timated 640 people waiting to hear 
Ishmael Beah, author of “A Long 
Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Sol-
dier,” speak of his experiences as a 
child soldier in Sierra Leone.
“I thought the book was very in-
fl uential,” said Adriana Handono, a 
junior political science major. “He is 
such a strong individual for what he 
went through as a child and then be-
ing reborn and making something of 
himself.”
Beah found himself consumed in 
the middle of a civil war in Sierra 
Leone when the rebel army, Revolu-
tionary United Front (RUF), raided 
his hometown in the southern part of 
the West African country in 1993.
Running from the rebel army for a 
year, Beah was picked up by the gov-
ernment army and forced into an un-
fathomable world as a child soldier at 
the age of 13.
“We were trained for less than a 
week to fi ght,” Beah told journalist 
Angie Coiro at the event. “They ma-
nipulated us and made us lose some-
thing of our humanity and forced us 
to do inhumane things.”
Beah emphasized the vulnerabili-
ty of children and how easy it was for 
the warlords in Sierra Leone to take 
advantage of that vulnerability. 
“They would tell us that we are 
fi ghting the people that killed our 
families and raped our mothers,” he 
said. “We had nothing to live for and 
no one to claim our lives.”
Beah wanted the readers to know 
about Sierra Leone before the war 
and how their lives were on a typi-
cal day.
“People think that we are removed 
from the rest of the world,” he said. 
“They don’t see what was destruct-
ed — the tradition, the culture, the 
beauty.” 
Beah said he remembers the sim-
plicity of his life and how remarkable 
it was.
“As a child, I grew up exposed to 
nature and would hear the birds sing-
ing every morning,” he said. “During 
By LIZA ATAMY
Staff  Writer
UPD prepares for 
Mardi Gras parties; 
no crime reports
This year’s Mardi Gras celebra-
tion was without incident for the 
University Police Department.
No campus related crime was re-
ported Tuesday, said Sgt. John Laws, 
UPD public information offi cer.
Despite the department’s ad-
ditional police offi cers patrolling 
SJSU, Laws said there were no re-
ported problems.
“We had six offi cers on duty,” he 
said. “We had three offi cers on duty 
from their regular shift, and we had 
three offi cers assigned on overtime, 
just in case there were any prob-
lems.”
Even though campus activity was 
minimal, some people went to down-
town bars for the midweek event.
“I think that we were at capacity 
for pretty much most of the night,” 
said Arann Capri, general manager 
of Mission Ale House. “I think our 
capacity, late night, is somewhere 
around 290 (people).”
According to Capri, the patrons of 
the bar were happy.
“Overall, I’d say it went really 
well,” Capri said. “Things were rela-
tively mellow.”
Another downtown bar, 
O’Flaherty’s Irish Pub in San Pedro 
Square, also had a number of people 
show up for both the election results 
and Mardi Gras.
“(We) got a lot of people who 
stayed after watching Super Tues-
day,” manager John Goldstein said. 
“(We had a) pretty good crowd from 
6:30 (p.m.) to 1:30 (a.m.).”
Like Mission Ale House, Gold-
stein also served content patrons.
“My crowd was very nice,” Gold-
stein said. “We’re not a dance club per 
se, so we don’t have many issues.”
Cathelyne Vernillet, a child develop-
ment freshman, said she did not partake 
in Mardi Gras festivities this year.
“I didn’t really do anything,” Ver-
nillet said, opting to stay home.
Another student did not know 
when the festival began.
“When was Mardi Gras anyway?” 
asked Justin Smith, a sophomore civ-
il engineering major.
By ANDREW HERNDON
Staff  Writer
A Mardi Gras celebrations drew little attention from the police
Tuesday night. 
JOE PROUDMAN / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY
Plot thickens in wake of 
blood drive suspension
About two years ago, a group of 
SJSU students stopped organizing 
blood drives on campus for the same 
reason President Don Kassing im-
posed the ban last week. 
“They decided it was discrimina-
tory,” said Melinda Chu-Yang, coor-
dinator of peer health education.       
The Food and Drug Administra-
tion placed a lifetime deferral on 
men who have had sex with other 
men since the AIDS outbreak in 
1977.
Still, Chu-Yang said, “I under-
stand a lot of students give blood, but 
there are other outlets, so it’s not the 
end of the world.
“I think it was a good decision, 
and it seems like the university sup-
ports it.”
Not everybody shares her opinion.
Jonathan Hodges, an SJSU alum-
nus of December 2007, said, “Stu-
dents make up a lot of the donations. 
We should do everything possible to 
make it happen. This decision is a 
step backwards.”    
Hodges fi rst heard about the ban 
on SJSU blood drives in the Feb. 1 
issue of the San Jose Mercury News. 
He said that his initial reaction was 
shock and disappointment.
Hodges designed fl yers asking the 
SJSU community to contact Presi-
dent Kassing, and he printed them 
out over the weekend. He then came 
on campus last Tuesday to hand them 
out at the Student Union.
Hodges said Kassing should form 
By KIMBERLY TSAO
Staff  Writer
See BLOOD, Page 4
Former child soldier 
retells his story to SJSU
Journalist Angie Coiro engages Ishmael Beah at the Barrett Ball-
room in the Student Union as he remembers his days in Sierra 
Leone.
LUKE CUNNINGHAM / SPARTAN DAILY
See BEAH, Page 2
DYNAMIC DUO
Folksinging pair kicks off  
free monthly concert series.
See STUDENT CULTURE, page 8.
CLASSROOM UNITY
Students discuss extreme 
poverty in a video conference 
with a UN administrator.
Coming to thespartandaily.com Friday
SPARTANS
RETOOL
Football coach Dick Tomey 
(right) announces his 2008 
recruiting class.
See SPORTS, page 3;
Video on thespartandaily.com
BRADDON VARDE / SPARTAN DAILY
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THE MODERN HOOKAH
Originating in India, the hookah spread through the Arab world over the last 500 years.Today, SJSU students partake in this social pas-
time by lighting up fl avored tobacco, taking a deep breath and letting it all out.
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SPARTA GUIDE
EVENT CALENDAR
Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff  members. 
Th e deadline for entries is noon, three working days before the desired publica-
tion date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are print-
ed in the order in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartan-
daily.com or in writing at DBH 209.
Today
LIVE MUSIC: MUSIC OF J.S. 
BACH “STUDENT SHOWCASE”
The Listening Hour Live Music Spring 
Concert Series. Admission is free.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m., doors open at 
12:15 p.m., at the Music building 
Concert Hall.
Contact: Joan Stubbe, 924-4649, 
jstubbe@email.sjsu.edu
LECTURE: MEMOIRS OF 
JOSE AMADOR
First Thursdays’ Series: A soldier and a 
collegian remember their 19th-century 
California homeland: The memoirs of 
Jose Maria Amador and the Diaries 
of Jesus Maria Estudillo. Lecture by 
Gregorio Mora-Torres. Sponsored by 
King Library Special Collections.
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Library, program Room 
550, 5th Floor.
Contact: Danelle Moon, 808-2061
LIVE MUSIC: PIANIST JERI-MAE 
ASTOLFI
The University of Michigan faculty 
member will perform piano music by 
11 living American composers.
7:30 p.m. in the Music building Concert 
Hall. Admission is $10, $5 with SJSU 
student ID. 
Contact: Brian Belet, 924-4632, 
beletmusic@sbcglobal.net
WORD POETRY SERIES
Showcasing poetry, short fi ction, story-
telling, improv and music. Presented by 
Mosaic Cross Cultural Center.
6 p.m. at the Market Café.
Contact: Chris Riney, 310-529-2248
ACTS 2 CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
BIBLE STUDY
7 p.m. in the Costanoan room.
Contact: Justin, 415-786-9873, 
jfoon@yahoo.com
Saturday
ADOPT-A-STREET STREET 
CLEANING
Delta Sigma Pi fraternity, Theta Chi 
chapter, is sponsoring a clean-up-the-
street event.
11 a.m. at Lincoln Ave.
Contact: Kevin Lam, 799-6787, 
kevin.lam@dspsjsu.org
the war, life was different, and this 
change was abrupt; I could sense it 
though the change in nature.”
Hooked on drugs and fi ghting in 
the war as a child soldier for two 
years, Beah was rescued by UNICEF 
and had to overcome everything he 
had been exposed to and had to learn 
how to live again.
“I had to undo all of the mental 
and psychological effects of the war 
and had to learn how to sleep again 
and learn to trust again,” Beah said. 
“I didn’t know there was another life 
out there for me.”
Lilia Luna, a junior advertis-
ing major said, “His story defi nitely 
teaches us that we can overcome 
some of our most terrible experi-
ences and learn, and then try to make 
something better of life after that.”
Beah felt very lucky to have a sec-
ond chance in life again after moving 
to the U.S. at the age of 16. 
“I was very lucky to be placed 
with a stable family and be provid-
ed with a good education,” he said. 
“That foundation changed me.”
Beah attended a children’s confer-
ence at the United Nations soon after 
arriving in the States. 
“When speaking at the confer-
ence, I came to realize that I still can-
not comprehend how I survived the 
civil war in my country.”
Controversy arose when reporters 
from the newspaper The Australian’s 
made accusations, disputing his age 
during the war and the dates he men-
tioned in his book.
“It is a bit of a nuisance,” Beah 
said. “I wish they had the same en-
thusiasm to report the war in Sierra 
Leone during the time and wars in 
other countries instead of trying 
to disprove everything about my 
book.”
Beah said his book is not a story 
about the history or politics of the 
country.
“It is about my personal experi-
ence during the war; what I saw, 
what I did.”
Sarah Callahan, a senior Spanish 
major, said people can learn from 
Beah’s experience.
“I think Americans in general are 
very sheltered from many struggles 
and pain,” she said. “I think that be-
ing aware of stories like this, we can 
break out of our bubble of compla-
cency and become more aware of 
confl icts around us.”
Beah is a member of the Human 
Rights Watch Children’s Rights Di-
vision Advisory Committee, the 
Council on Foreign Relations, and 
many other NGO panels on children 
affected by the war.
“The long-term method to prevent 
child soldiers is to prevent a war from 
happening in a country,” Beah said. 
“We must look at the economic and 
political problems and fi x them.”
Beah said that a short-term solu-
tion to the problem is to work togeth-
er to remove children from war.
“The feelings that people got from 
reading my book can be channeled 
into helping these children through 
sponsoring organizations, therapy 
and donating money,” he said.
Beah believes that children who 
were forced into becoming soldiers, 
are “essential members of human so-
ciety and deserve to be given a second 
chance to succeed in their lives.”
Having to battle tendencies that 
have remained with him since the 
war, such as checking the closest ex-
its when entering a room, Beah said 
he learned to believe in himself again 
and learned to trust the selfl essness 
of others and their love again.
“It is through forgiveness that we 
can understand what happened to 
us,” he said.
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Neal Goldberg, 35, was cited and released 
for alleged reckless driving.  
Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 8:39 a.m. 
Taylor Peare, 25, was cited and released 
on an allegedoutstanding warrant.   
Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 11:08 a.m. 
Paul Murrell, 30, was cited and released 
for theft at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library North gate.
Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 12:57 a.m. 
A report was taken for alleged threats 
made to a student at Campus Village 
Building B. 
Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 12:58 a.m. 
CRIME BLOTTER
TRAFFIC- reckless driving
WARRANT- outstanding misdemeanor 
THEFT
ASSAULT- threatened crime
A juvenile was cited for alleged petty theft 
and possession of marijuana at the Student 
Union, and was released to the custody of 
the guardian.   
Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 1:29 p.m. 
A report was taken for alleged theft of 
concert tickets at the Event Center. 
Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 3:21 p.m. 
Martin Contreras, 19, was arrested and 
booked for allegedly being under the infl u-
ence of a controlled substance and driving 
under the infl uence. Vehicle was towed 
and stored. 
Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 8:42 p.m.
A report was taken for medical aid at Joe 
West Hall. 
Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 9:37 p.m. 
Gabriel Ozuna, 29, was arrested and 
booked for being drunk in public on 
Fourth and San Fernando Streets. 
Wednesday, Feb. 6 at 1:03 a.m. 
PETTY THEFT
THEFT
DRUGS- under the influence
MEDICAL
ALCOHOL
BEAH 
Author 
learns to 
forgive
Continued from Page 1
”
It is through forgive-
ness that we can 
understand what 
happened to us.
ISHMAEL BEAH
Author
“
From the 
Wire
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
FUNDING INITIATIVE 
FAILS
Berkeley 
Voters rejected a plan to secure 
more state dollars for California’s 
community colleges, but supporters 
say the campaign succeeded at draw-
ing attention to the funding woes of 
the massive system.
“From our perspective, the story 
has now been told about the mistreat-
ment and underfunding of commu-
nity colleges,” said Scott Lay, head 
of the Community College League of 
California, a nonprofi t association of 
the state’s 72 community college dis-
tricts that supported Proposition 92.
At the “No on 92 campaign,” 
spokeswoman Theresa Wheeler 
called the proposition a fl awed idea 
that would have increased state 
spending with no way to pay for it, 
besides cuts to other programs or 
higher taxes.
But, she added, “now is the time to 
work together with all of public educa-
tion to ensure that all our schools are 
properly funded and California stu-
dents get the education they deserve.”
Proposition 92 would have lowered 
community college fees and changed 
the way state funding is allocated to 
the system, which has about 2.5 mil-
lion students on 109 campuses.
Supporters, including the Califor-
nia Federation of Teachers and the 
California Labor Federation, said it 
would protect community colleges.
Critics said it would have si-
phoned money away from other ar-
eas because it lacked a new source of 
revenue, a concern considering the 
state’s looming multibillion-dollar 
defi cit. It was strongly opposed by 
the California Teachers Association, 
as well as the University of Califor-
nia and California State University 
systems.
TWISTERS KILL AT 
LEAST 55 ACROSS THE 
SOUTH
Lafayette, Tenn.
Tornado warnings had been broad-
cast for hours, and when the sirens fi -
nally announced that the twisters had 
arrived, many people across the South 
took shelter and saved their lives.
But others simply had nowhere 
safe to go, or the storms proved too 
powerful, too numerous or too un-
predictable.
At least 55 people were killed 
and hundreds injured Tuesday and 
Wednesday by dozens of tornadoes 
that plowed across Mississippi, Ar-
kansas, Tennessee, Kentucky and Ala-
bama. It was the nation’s deadliest bar-
rage of twisters in almost 23 years.
ACCIDENTAL OVERDOSE 
KILLED HEATH LEDGER
New York
Actor Heath Ledger died from an 
accidental overdose of six different 
drugs — painkillers and sedatives — 
the medical examiner said Wednesday, 
leading doctors to warn of the dangers 
of mixing prescription drugs.
The 28-year-old fi lm star died “of 
acute intoxication” from the com-
bination of two strong painkillers, 
two anti-anxiety medicines and two 
sleeping aids, according to the medi-
cal examiner’s offi ce.
Associated Press
IF YOU 
WITNESS 
BREAKING 
NEWS 
CALL
924-3281
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The SJSU women’s tennis team 
is preparing for its fi rst match of the 
season Friday against Sonoma State. 
Coming off of lasts season’s 9-
13 record, the team will need to 
bring something more to the courts 
this year if they expect to improve 
their record.
“I’m hoping that our competi-
tive side will come out this season. 
I’m hoping that we can be more 
aggressive,” said Ashley Tavita, 
who returns for her fourth year and 
is a Western Athletic Conference 
and SJSU Scholar-Athlete Award 
winner.
Tavita and junior Amber Silver-
stone are this year’s co-captains, 
and the Spartans feature seven re-
turning players, including four who 
are veterans with at least two years 
of experience.
“We have a lot of new people, but 
I think we’ll do well,” Tavita said. 
“We’re playing a lot of good teams, 
but I think we’ll get a lot of wins.”
According to the Spartans athlet-
ic Web site, Silverstone has earned 
academic and athletic recognition 
from the WAC.
“This is my third season, and I 
think I’ve improved,” she said. “I’m 
excited for the season, and I hope to 
take the team forward and be suc-
cessful.”
She also said she was looking 
forward to beating some of those 
teams that had beaten the Spartans 
in the past.
Of the fi ve new players, four of 
them are freshmen, including Anna 
Guzman, who said she was a little 
nervous about the different level of 
competition in college.
Coach Anh-Dao Nguyen-
Church, now in her 16th season with 
the SJSU team, said, “I have a very 
good feeling about this year and this 
season. I think we’ll come out with a 
winning season, and I defi nitely want 
to improve our conference ranking. 
We fi nished fi fth, and I’d like to go 
up.”
Nguyen-Church said she is un-
certain of the doubles teams, as she 
hasn’t seen the women play together 
in a match and doesn’t know who 
will work well with each other yet. 
In the past six years the Spartans 
fi nished in fi fth place fi ve times. 
“All I can do is prepare our girls,” 
Nguyen-Church said. “The girls 
have been training hard on and off 
the court.”
The fi rst match is a home game 
on SJSU’s newly renovated Spartan 
Courts. 
Nguyen-Church said she is pretty 
confi dent about winning this match, 
adding, “We played them last year. 
They’re not a bad team, they’re im-
proving each year.”
The women solidly defeated So-
noma State both times they met last 
season, with scores of 7-0 and 6-1.
“I’m hoping the fans can come out 
and cheer us on,” Nguyen-Church 
said. “A lot of people don’t realize 
we’re back on campus.”
The match begins at 1 p.m. at the 
Spartan Courts, located near Spartan 
Stadium on 10th Street.  
SJSU’s head football coach 
Dick Tomey addressed members 
of the media Wednesday to an-
nounce his 2008 recruiting class. 
   The 18-member class consists 
of 12 freshman, fi ve juniors, and 
senior transfer cornerback from 
Oregon State University, Coye 
Francies.
“This is a unique group of 
players,” Tomey said.
He said the class is a very di-
verse group with a lot of position 
fl exibility.
Tomey made a point to say 
that some of the incoming recruits 
have connections to SJSU through 
either friends or family.
He said this 
is a refl ection of 
the program’s 
growth and one 
that he believes 
has gained accep-
tance throughout 
the state. 
Tomey said 
that he didn’t re-
cruit too many 
wide receivers 
or offensive lineman this year 
because there are already young 
players at those positions on the 
roster. 
Instead he focused on other 
positions, such as on the defen-
sive line.
Tomey spoke highly of two 
players in this year’s class who 
could become possible receiving 
threats.
He specifi cally mentioned 
Marquis Avery, a 6-foot-4-inch 
junior receiver who Tomey said 
is a basketball player and has the 
ability to go up and get the ball.
Avery will be transferring 
from Fullerton College in South-
ern California.
“He’s as tough of a wide re-
ceiver as a blocker that I’ve seen,” 
Tomey said about Avery.
Freshman Ryan Otten received 
as much praise from Tomey as any 
other player in this year’s class. 
Otten is 6 feet 5 inches tall and 
has excelled as a tight end and an 
outside linebacker in high school. 
Tomey said Otten could end up 
playing as a defensive end as well.
“When you try and guess who 
will play, you’re wrong,” Tomey 
said.
Tomey made it clear that he 
would not shy away from playing 
a true freshman.
“We won’t discriminate,” 
Tomey said.
Two players that Tomey men-
tioned could make a large impact 
this season for the Spartans are 
Francies and USC transfer Jeff 
Schweiger. Schweiger is not con-
sidered a member of this years 
recruiting class, however, and he 
along with Francies won scout 
team awards last season.
Tomey mentioned that as of 
right now fi ve quarterbacks are on 
scholarship, one being Kyle Reed, 
a transfer from the University of 
California and a member of the 
announced recruiting class.
According to Tomey all the 
quarterbacks will 
be given a fair 
opportunity to 
compete for the 
job. 
The new 
group of recruits 
features a wide 
range of players 
on both sides of 
the ball, as well 
as special teams 
with players Matt Wigley, a long 
snapper, and punter Philip Za-
vala.
With the exception to offen-
sive lineman Steve Lightsy from 
Hawaii all of the members of this 
year’s recruiting class are from 
California. 
The head coach said he doesn’t 
recruit out of state because there 
are plenty of good players in Cali-
fornia.
Tomey didn’t avoid the ques-
tions regarding rumors of him 
possibly returning to the Uni-
versity of Hawaii as the athletic 
director. 
“I have a commitment to 
SJSU,” Tomey said.
He said he feels very strongly 
about his players.
“I’ve been someone that’s not 
left programs,” Tomey said
He said he was planning to 
coach as long as he felt good. 
As to whether he plans on 
coaching until he’s 80 like Penn 
State’s Joe Paterno, Tomey sim-
ply said, “no.”
Game, set, match
By COLLEEN WATSON
Staff  Writer
SJSU football team 
signs ‘unique’ 
recruiting class
By JESSE KIMBREL
Staff  Writer
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
Junior Amber Silverstone returns for her third year on the Spartans tennis team. Silverstone and 
doubles partner Ashley Tavita have accumulated a 23-19 record over the past two seasons.
”
When you try and 
guess who will play, 
you’re wrong.
DICK TOMEY
SJSU Football Head Coach
“
SJSU tennis team opens the Spring 2008 season Friday
   Ashley Tavita The No. 1 
singles player for the Spartans. She 
holds a career record of 50-37 in 
singles play and a 42-34 in doubles.
 Dana Popescu Two-time Aca-
demic All-WAC honoree. Carried a 10-
14 record in singles play last season. 
She returns as a senior this season.
   Amber Silverstone Along 
with Tavita, forms the No. 1 doubles 
pair for the Spartans. Has a career 
mark of 23-22 in doubles play.
Eighteen players submit letters of intent; 
coach stresses defensive line needs 
To view a full list of the new recruits 
visit www.sjsuspartans.com
CORRECTION
In a Feb. 5 article titled, “Spartan baseball team 
takes the fi eld with the start of spring prac-
tices,” it was reported that the Spartans fi nished 
seventh in the Western Athletic Conference 
when in fact they fi nished in a fourth-place tie.
Source: sjsuspartans.com
thespartandaily.com
Bay Area sports guru Samuel Lam 
discusses the return of Chris Webber
to the Warriors.
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Blood Banks
                     
Blood Drives
Blood Centers of the Pacifi c
  • Mondays; 2:30 to 7:30 p.m.
  • Cambrian Park Church of the           
     Nazarene, 2527 Coit Drive,              
     San Jose, 95127
  • Call 1-888-393-4483 or log on     
      to http://www.bloodheroes. 
      com for appointments
American Red Cross
  • Mondays, Fridays and Saturdays;     
     7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
  • Tuesdays through Thursdays;  
    11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
  • 2731 N. First St., San Jose, 
    95134 (at Plumeria)
Feb. 13,    9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
CA Jobs Corp Center Gym
3485 East Hills Drive
San Jose, 95134
Feb. 8,    10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Santa Clara University
Benson Hall - Parlors
500 El Camino Real
Santa Clara, 95134
Feb. 15,    9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Kaiser Permanente Santa Clara
Conference Center A1, A2, A5
710 Lawrence Expressway
Santa Clara, 95134
Feb. 7,    8 a.m. - noon
Cisco Systems, Building L
175 West Tasman Drive
San Jose, 95134
Feb. 19,    10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Goodwill of Santa Clara County
1080 N. Seventh St.
San Jose, 95112
Feb. 23,    10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Palm Valley Apartments Clubhouse
150 Palm Valley Blvd.
San Jose, 95123
Feb. 26,   10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
San Jose City College Student Center
2100 Moorpark Avenue
San Jose, 95128
Feb. 29,    10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center
AOB Building Conference Rooms
2325 Enborg Lane
San Jose, 95128
* For more locations, dates, times and to schedule appointments online, log on to 
http://membersforlife.org/stanford and click on “Donate”
Where to donate blood off campus
Compiled by Michael Rizzo, Spartan Daily project manager
form a lobbying group as opposed to 
a ban on blood drives. 
     “Lob the FDA. Don’t take it 
out on people who need blood and 
have nothing to do with this deci-
sion,” he said.
Lisa Benham, a graduate student, 
said she hopes the FDA repeals the 
ban.
 “They should continue to screen 
for blood diseases, maybe even do 
more research to refi ne technology 
and improve it,” said Robbie Sugg, 
a freshman art major.
In spite of the fl yers, some stu-
dents weren’t aware of the issue.
“I had no idea that was still in 
place,” said Tri Dou, a junior ad-
vertising major. Neither did Erica 
Figueroa.
Figueroa, an undeclared fresh-
man, however, said, “I don’t think 
that’s right. I don’t agree with it.
“Well, I think that it’s okay to 
have blood drives on campus, but I 
think it’s wrong that they don’t al-
low gay people, too. I think that gay 
people shouldn’t say anything and 
do it anyway.”
Ky Ngheim, a senior business 
management information systems, 
“I would say it’s the wrong move 
because either way, there are still 
people willing to donate. 
So, you know, it goes either-or re-
ally, depending on how you view it. 
 “I don’t really care, so if some-
one wants to donate, they should be 
able to. They shouldn’t ban it from 
happening.”
Continued from Page 1
BLOOD Student: ‘I don’t think that’s right’Giving a new meaning 
to ‘learning environment’
A unique class returns to the en-
vironmental studies department this 
semester  — one where students not 
only learn but also help.
Advanced Environmental Resto-
ration is offered only once every two 
years at SJSU in the environmental 
studies department. This upper-divi-
sion course gives qualifi ed students 
an opportunity to work on a proj-
ect restoring destroyed or degraded 
habitats and data collection within 
the community.
“Advanced Restoration is a course 
for students for who have a background 
in restoration,” said Lynne Trulio, pro-
fessor of environmental studies. “And 
we do a project for a restoration group 
that needs our help.” 
Each class, every semester, 
works on a different project. This 
time the students will be working on 
the Pearson-Arastradero Preserve, 
on the western side of Palo Alto, 
helping out Acterra, a non-profi t 
company that manages the preserve 
and restoration projects for the City 
of Palo Alto.
“We do something for them that 
they wouldn’t be able to do normal-
ly,” Trulio said.
This semester the class will be 
looking at oak tree regeneration 
within the preserve. Acterra has 
been collecting data on its own but 
has had neither the time nor the re-
sources to analyze the information. 
This is where SJSU students are 
able to help. They will take the data 
and analyze it, as well as do their 
own research.
“It’s very helpful. We’ve been 
waiting for someone to take on our 
woodland data for a long time,” said 
Sheri Lubin, director of the steward-
ship programs for Acterra, “espe-
cially if they can compare our pre-
serve with other preserves nearby.”
Some students said they were ex-
cited about the class.
“We’re going to be doing fi eld-
work, so I’m defi nitely looking for-
ward to that,” said Suzie Woolhouse, 
a senior environmental studies ma-
jor.  “And being outside and gaining 
knowledge on how to collect data 
and analyze it,” 
“I think it’s really important to fi x 
things we messed up,” she said.
Gizelle Hurtado, who is working 
on a master’s degree in environmen-
tal studies, is interested in the class 
because she is interested in forest 
management. 
“I love oaks for one, especially 
here in California,” Hurtado said. 
“So it fi ts right in.”
Trulio also added, “The thing 
about oak trees are there are three 
primary species … and pretty much 
all the species are having trouble re-
generating themselves.
“There is some debate about that, 
though, so we are actually going out 
there to the Oak Mount site to see 
how they are doing.”
Lubin said she wants the help be-
cause they are not sure if the trees in 
the preserve are having problems re-
generating. They want the students 
to analyze the data and then make 
suggestions.
“We hope to have students give 
us recommendation on oak restora-
tion, like which species and where,” 
Lubin said.
The students will be going to the 
preserve to do fi eldwork and take sam-
ples. They will also analyze the data so 
they can make those suggestions.
Previous classes worked with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the 
Don Edwards San Francisco Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge.
“We did a harbor seal observa-
tion fi eld study for them at Bair Is-
land. We observed the harbor seals 
out at Bair Island to see how they 
were using the slew,” Trulio said. 
“One of the grad students decided 
to continue on with it as a graduate 
research project.”
By COLLEEN WATSON
Staff  Writer
”
We do something 
for them that they 
wouldn’t be able to 
do normally.
LYNNE TRULIO
Environmental Studies
Professor
“
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EMPLOYMENT
PERSONAL TRAINERS Al-
maden Valley Athletic Club 
trainers must hold a current 
personal training certifi cation 
and be CPR certifi ed; ACSM, 
NSCA, and/ or NASM certifi ca-
tion highly desirable. Bachelors 
Degree in Kinesiology/ Health/ 
Nutrition or related fi eld is pre-
ferred. Evening & weekend 
availability preferred. Please 
submit resumes to smudgett@
avac.us (408)445-4953 
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party 
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 ev-
ery weekend. Must have reli-
able truck or van. Heavy lifting 
is required. 408 292-7876 
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment 
with day & evening shifts for 
responsible & energetic peo-
ple. Apply in person 2:30 to 
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located 
in San Pedro Square 
UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS
Earn up to $70 per day. Un-
dercover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL 
800-722-4791
ATTENTION SPARTANS Wel-
come back! Are you looking for 
part-time/ full-time work to help 
you get through the school se-
mester? Well, look no further. 
Corinthian Parking Services 
is looking for valet parking at-
tendants for our local shop-
ping malls, hotels and private 
events. We will work around 
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
* Valid California Class C li-
cense
* Current DMV printout
* Responsible, well-groomed 
and punctual.
*  EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle 
408-981-5894 or Rick 408-
593-9612 for an interview. 
ARE YOU READY TO CUT 
THROUGH THE CROWD? To 
stand out? To show the “real 
world” what you’re made of? 
*****************************  
An Internship with VECTOR 
can offer you REAL pay, fl ex-
ibility, and opportunities for 
advancement. No cubicle, 
no copy machine. Just the 
chance to earn professional 
experience in a rewarding en-
vironment that offers you the 
fl exibility you need and the 
resposnsibilty you deserve. 
**********************  
Watch for us on-campus 
throughout the semester, or 
CALL 866-1100 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu
***************************** 
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo 
Alto. Up to $1100/ month. 
MEN wanted for California 
Cryobank’s sperm donor pro-
gram. APPLY ONLINE: www. 
SPERMBANK.com 
COLLEGE STUDENTS: We 
pay up to $75 per survey.
www. GetPaidToThink.com 
DAYCARE TEACH-
ERS AND AIDES
Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Pre-
school Teachers and Aides. 
F/ T and P/ T positions avail-
able. Substitute positions are 
also available that offer fl exible 
hours. ECE units are required 
for teacher positions but not 
req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Development majors. 
Please call Cathy for an inter-
view at 244-1968 X16or fax 
resume to 248-7433.
LIFEGUARDS WANTED! 
Easter Seals seeks lifeguards, 
swim instructors & aquatic spe-
cialists for heated, indoor pool 
in San Jose (Bascom & Moor-
park). Flexible hours/ days 
available, Mon-Sat. Must have 
current: lifeguard certifi cate 
and CPR/ First Aid with Title 
22. Send resume and cover 
letter via email to jobs@esba.
org, or fax to 408-275-9858. 
$11 to 13.25+/ hour, DOE. Call 
Tiago for more info, (408)295-
0228 
DOCTOR’S OFFICE Part Time 
B/ L Spanish, Front and Back 
offi ce $13/ hr (408)923-0309 
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO 
BAR/HOST PT positions in 
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs. 
$11.50 to start. Call Wen-
dy@(408) 733-9331 
SERVICES
NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown 
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2 
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th 
Street #125. 408-286-2060 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Bring this AD for 10% OFF 
(408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  The first line will be 
set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-
weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 am to 3pm  STUDENT ID 
REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency 
discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The 
classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses 
for additional information.  Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should 
require complete information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate 
all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
     
    Need a Roommate?
    Need a Job?
    Need a Roommate
    with a Job?
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HOOKAH Risks studied in 2005
was drawn to it. 
“It’s very laid back and gives us 
something to do,” he said. 
He includes hookah in his parties 
as well. 
“It’s a good way to meet friends,” 
he said, “because people are im-
pressed with hookah, and it’s become 
a new fad.”
Though Domen prefers staying at 
home and smoking at his own pace, 
he has been to some of the lounges 
downtown, such as Hookah Nites 
Cafe. 
The cafe has been in business 
the past four years and is one of the 
three hookah lounges in downtown 
San Jose. Its interior is painted with 
colorful lights, ethnic murals of the 
country Jordan and comfortable 
couches where people can lounge 
while smoking their hookah. 
David Zoumut, owner of the cafe, 
said students enjoy smoking hookah 
and coming to Hookah Nites, espe-
cially if they’re underage and cannot 
get into any of the bars. 
“It’s a social thing,” he said. “It 
tastes good, strikes good conversa-
tion and you can still drive home af-
terwards.” 
Zoumut says 60 percent to 70 per-
cent of his customers are SJSU stu-
dents.
A PRACTICED ART
Hookah originated in India and 
was, at fi rst, very simple and rug-
ged in design, with its base made out 
of coconut shell. As it fl ourished in 
popularity among the upper-class in 
Turkey 500 years ago, the design was 
modifi ed. Brass and glass were add-
ed to the design, as intricate paintings 
and mosaics enhanced the elegance 
and beauty of the hookah. 
Hookah smoking migrated south 
into the Arab world from Turkey to 
Lebanon and Syria, where it acquired 
the name “argile.” It then spread to 
Egypt and Morocco, where it is 
known as “shisha.” 
“Blueberry mint and sex on 
the beach are my favorite fl avors 
to smoke,” said Vikram Nichani, 
a sophomore biology major who 
likes making smoke rings — or Os 
— when he smokes.
Besides the traditional apple or 
Continued from Page 1
”
It tastes good, strikes 
good conversation, 
and you can drive 
home afterwards.
DAVID ZOUMUT
Owner of Hookah Nites Cafe, 
on S. First Street
“
double apple fl avors, more than 20 
fl avors of all assortments are offered, 
including mango, banana, grape, pas-
sion fruit and jasmine. 
The hookah is constructed in four 
pieces: a mouthpiece, a clay bowl, a 
shaft and a base for the pipe. The base 
is usually fi lled with water, but juices 
of any sort can replace the water to 
add a touch of fl avor. The tobacco is 
placed in the clay bowl and remains 
lit with charcoal. Smoke forms from 
the clay bowl, and passes through 
the shaft as it is fi ltered through the 
water. 
A CONTROVERSIAL HOBBY
Although growing in popularity, 
students may not be aware of the po-
tential dangers that can result from 
hookah-smoking.
An extensive study on hookah 
conducted in 2005 by the World 
Health Organization found that ciga-
rette smokers typically took eight to 
12 puffs in a single session and in-
haled about half a liter of smoke in 
fi ve to seven minutes. 
A typical one-hour long hookah 
smoking session involves inhal-
ing 100 to 200 times the volume of 
smoke inhaled with a single cigarette 
and up to a liter of smoke. 
The report stated: “The water pipe 
smoker may therefore inhale as much 
smoke during one session as a ciga-
rette smoker would inhale consum-
ing 100 or more cigarettes.”
The study also found that even 
after it has been passed through wa-
ter, the smoke produced by a hookah 
contains high levels of heavy metals, 
carbon monoxide and cancer-causing 
chemicals.
According to an article published 
in the Jan. 2 issue of U.S. News & 
World Report, when tobacco is 
heated by charcoal — as it is in a 
hookah — different chemicals are 
created and more carbon monoxide 
produced than when it is smoked in 
a cigarette.
Nonetheless, hookah smoking is a 
hobby for a number of SJSU students. 
“I own six hookahs and smoke 
at home,” Nichani said. “It is very 
relaxing.”
Khyber Catcott, a freshman 
business marketing major, 
smokes a Hawaiian blend of 
tobacco while lounging in front 
of Campus Villiage.
ANNE RIGOR / SPARTAN DAILY
As if the straight kids at San Jose State 
University play any safer than the gay 
kids.
And as if San Jose State University 
was the only place where straight people 
could donate blood.
The inevitable
I used to lie about it. Secretly, I was 
embarrassed that I had never taken care 
of what all modern sex education outlets 
teach is every individual’s responsibility 
to past and future partners. 
But now I don’t have to lie anymore. 
I was tested for HIV on Monday for the 
fi rst time — after six years of sexual ac-
tivity and seven partners. 
I went to the Billy DeFrank LGBT 
Community Center in San Jose and the 
test was free.
Anthony Trazo, 28, was my counselor. 
I was nervous.
“I have to tell you that this is not 100 
percent accurate,” he said. “It’s 99.8. If 
we don’t fi nd anything, then that’s it. If 
this is reactive, I need a second opinion. 
You will get your results today in 20 min-
utes. Are you okay with this?”
The test Anthony was about to conduct 
would examine saliva on my gum line in 
search of antibodies — antibodies that my 
body would be producing if it was trying 
to fi ght HIV. He gave me a cotton swab 
and asked me to use it to wipe my upper 
and lower gums. 
Five seconds later, he placed it in a solu-
tion, set a timer, and then we just chatted.
The Bearer of News
Monday through Thursday, from 10 
a.m. until 3 p.m., Anthony is there, in his 
offi ce on The Alameda, testing person
after person. 
“I get to give a lot of good news,” 
he said. “I also have a big responsibility 
when I have to say the other part.”
Anthony still remembers the fi rst time 
a session got emotional.
He once tested a patient, he told me, 
who just couldn’t get past the possibility 
— “the possibility of being positive: how 
much he would lose, how much he would 
disappoint his family, the friends that 
might stop talking to him.” 
Anthony paused. 
“It took 20 minutes for him to even 
wipe his gums,” he said. “He almost 
couldn’t go through with it.”
He paused again.
Then told me that the patient tested 
negative. But still — for the fi rst time 
ever during a counseling session — An-
thony cried.
“That was the toughest one,” he said.
The Risk Spectrum
Now, it’s time to get out of the Stone 
Age and join the rest of us in the 21st cen-
tury if you still believe that anal sex in-
creases anybody’s risk of contracting HIV.
The risky behavior is unprotected sex 
— in any hole. 
Anthony needed to fi nd out how risky 
my sexual behaviors were over the past 
two years. It would be a signifi cant factor 
in deciding what I would do next should 
my test results be preliminarily positive. 
So, he had to ask me a couple dozen 
questions about my history. 
“I’m looking at your male partner be-
haviors,” he said afterward, “and I really 
like that I see ‘always’ for condom use 
during anal receptive sex. The ‘sometimes’ 
for anal insertive — that’s still a risk.”
Images of my past lovers fl ooded my 
mind. What if I had to call them? What 
would I say? What would they say?
Expiration date: 1977
As if federal law doesn’t require that 
all blood donations be tested for HIV be-
fore use in medical treatments.
Nonetheless ... 
The FDA-approved Donor History 
Questionnaire, Question 34, check yes or 
no: “From 1977 to the present, have you 
(male donors) had sexual contact with an-
other male, even once?”
Yes?
Bam — donor deferred indefi nitely.
That was quicker than my test results.
Press pound for more options
“I’ve fi nished all my documents,” An-
thony said, “and we’re just waiting for a 
beep.” He paused again. “So how do you 
feel now?”
Anthony checked on me several times 
throughout the whole process.
He was good about that because it’s 
kind of stressful — having to wait for a 
beep before you fi nd out whether you’re 
dying.
“HIV right now is not the same death 
sentence that it was,” Anthony told me. 
“We have meds now that support your im-
mune system, and you’re just as healthy 
as ever. Just two or three pills a day.”
Then the beeper went off, and Anthony 
stared at his testing supplies.
“It’s negative,” he said. 
I smiled. I sighed.
My blood was not bad blood. 
Good blood, boiling 
When SJSU President Don Kass-
ing banned blood drives on campus last 
week, he was sending a clear message 
— not that saving lives is unimportant 
to this university but that saving lives is 
just as important to this university as is 
the civilized, equal treatment of the gay 
community.
Yes, California has a shortage of blood 
— because too many straight people are 
too lazy to get off the couch.
What makes a deadly situation even 
worse is that thousands of gay men with 
perfectly good blood are disallowed from 
enacting an inherent civic duty for no 
good reason.
To any who would expend the kind of 
energy it takes to publicly condemn Kass-
ing as he bravely defends my people’s 
equality: Why not use it to step off cam-
pus and donate at a blood bank? At least 
you have the right.
Support Kassing. Gay blood is not bad 
blood.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“To the public,
that looks like a
throwback to the
old, currupt system
of smoke-fi lled rooms.“
The University of Virginia political scientist
said, referring to the system of voting that
could determine the Democratic presidential
nomination. If neither Sen. Hillary Clinton
nor Sen. Barack Obama decisively wins the
Democratic primary election, the convention 
votes of 796 party leaders, or superdelgates, 
would determine the party’s candidate without 
regard to the opinion of the public.
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Do you agree with SJSU’s ban on blood drives?
Never tell people your best quality is 
that you’re funny.
It only sets you up for a long list of dis-
appointing quips to add to the semi-truthful 
impression of yourself to everyone else. 
It doesn’t matter how hilarious you think 
you are; there is always a time you will fail. 
Always. 
Before I initiate my own biblically pro-
portioned diatribe on the most entertaining, 
the most unfunny, and sometimes jokes that 
fall into both categories … the most incrim-
inating humor, saved for late night remi-
niscing, is in the “almost-famous” joke. 
It goes something like this:
You begin with the best intentions; the 
joke is ready, in your brain, on the edge of 
your lips, just begging to be told.
It’s usually stolen from Dave Chap-
pelle or “Airplane” or an old Chevy Chase 
movie.
Everything is going as planned, the tim-
ing is spot on, your audience is focused and 
awaiting the treasured punch line.
And then, like your fi rst French kiss, you 
blow it. 
Saliva slaps around the corners of your 
mouth, and a little dribbles down your chin. 
You do that weird “ay ya ya ya” thing 
that people do when they confuse syllables 
in words such as “cinnamon” or “particu-
larly” too quickly. 
You screwed up the punch line. It’s bur-
ied underneath “I’m sorry” and “Wait, wait, 
wait, I know it.” 
But you can’t go back now. The deed is 
done. The bun is in the oven. Another one 
bites the dust. Every dog has his day. Every 
rose has its thorn … it’s all irrecoverably 
irreconcilably irreversible. 
This almost-famous-leading-to-undeni-
able-ridicule happens to me every so often. 
I’ve been told I’m funnier on paper. 
And so, I thought at 4 a.m., as the prima-
ries for the most important election in my 
21 years fi t themselves into every molecule 
in my brain, as the war continues, as I got a 
call and found out my best friend’s dad died 
last Tuesday, as I felt far from home, and at 
times far from God, I needed humor. 
Just one good joke. One tear-jerking un-
controllable giggle. One that you remember 
because your jaw hurt and your side ached. 
And that’s just how life happens, that 
simple, that incandescent glow of a mo-
ment in time when you can smile and take a 
break, not from life, but from the problems 
that go with it. 
I then found myself making a list in 
front of a muted version of “Top Gun,” air-
ing again in the early morning hours. 
The Dad jokes. The ones that are only 
funny when you retell them after they hap-
pen. The latest one happened after I told 
my pops I was going to see the movie “27 
Dresses.”
“Oh, really,” he said, laughing already at 
his own almost-famous-like joke. “I’m see-
ing ‘14 Sandwiches’ later this afternoon.” 
A loud guffaw and giggling by him ends 
the joke. I’m usually speechless after the 
Dad joke.
There aren’t any great responses to a 50-
year-old man giving me a list of questions 
I should have asked Hillary Clinton when I 
was at her rally downtown.
She wore a blue dress. Need I say more?
The knock-knock joke is never funny, 
nor are “yo’ mama” attempts or “a man 
walks into a bar…” jokes. Just destroy 
them. Leave them in those bathroom joke 
books. In fact, anything written in a joke 
book should be banned. 
Knock, knock. 
Who’s there?
Free speech.
Free speech who?
Free speech? Who cares! Ban joke 
books!
And redneck jokes, blonde jokes, Cheney 
hunting jokes, anything that has to do with 
“two girls and one cup,” men dressed in fat 
suits and women’s clothing, dogs dressed in 
women’s clothing, any movie or song fea-
turing Adam Sandler, “American Pie” parts 
1 through 27, Weird Al, Weird Al dressed as 
woman or as a dog, Mad TV and Whoopi 
Goldberg. 
All of those … just … bad. 
A good one, though, happened early this 
morning. It was the best time I had had in 
years: “That’s what she said.”
Funnier on paper. 
I’m taking Comedy 101
with a substitute teacher
“This Queer Life” appears in print the 
fi rst and third Thursday of every month and 
online every Thursday. Michael Rizzo is 
the Spartan Daily project manager.
“Column What You Want” appears the 
fi rst and third Thursday of every month. 
Lindsay Bryant is the Spartan Daily
managing editor.
Although porn itself doesn’t bother me, it bothers me for it to be 
in a public place. Almost every time I go in (the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library) I see someone looking at porn (just walking by 
trying to fi nd a seat). I know some students might be researching on 
porn, but you can tell if they are learning or not. I like the library’s 
staff and how they always take action with complaints. That’s what 
they are there for.
-Annd
Comments from the Web
Number of Islamic terrorists warrants concern
LINDSAY BRYANT
Column What You Want
MICHAEL RIZZO
This Queer Life
Bad Blood
Pornography viewing in public must be stopped
Blood: Race discrimination persists 
Blood: Recipients suff er due to political correctness
“If they were truly Muslim, then they would know that the reli-
gion condemns any kind of violence toward all living things.” Liza, 
sorry, but Islam does in fact preach violence — from spreading Islam 
religion with the sword to beating your wife.
“The easiest way out is to label a group of people — in this case, 
Muslims as terrorists.” It’s true, every Muslim is defi nitely not a ter-
rorist; however, these days it seems like every terrorist is a Muslim. 
Could this be why the world fears Muslims?
Liza, one way to solve this problem is to have average Muslims 
speak out against the behavior of Muslim terrorists. Also, be reason-
able; try to understand why we are scared.
-GarretIt is very interesting that the politically correct discrimination 
card was played to ban the blood drive when, in fact, SJSU offi cially 
endorses and sponsors discrimination by allowing a racist student 
association to have a home on the campus.
What group is this you ask? Why it’s none other than San Jose State 
University Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan (MEChA).
They have an offi cial “raza day” (race day). They use derogatory 
terms like “gringo” and “gabacho,” to describe those not “la raza de 
dronze” (the bronze race) and openly state “For la raza todo. Fuera de 
la raza nada.” (For the race, everything. Outside the race, nothing.)
Where is the outcry over this genuine racism? Does SJSU con-
done racism as long as it practiced by a minority?
The ban on gay men donating blood at least has some basis in 
historical fact. Can the same be said of the open racism of MECha?
-Charles Goggin
Don Kassing has obviously caved into the politically correct mo-
tivated demands of a small but vocal homosexual mafi a.
How barbaric to deprive innocent victims of a lifesaving procedure 
— simply from a policy disagreement.
-Jonathan Hodges
The comment below refers to “President halts blood drives; policy questioned” 
by Kimberly Tsao, from Jan. 24.
The comment below refers to “Library pornography spurs concern” by Jesse 
Kimbrel, from Feb. 6.
The comment below refers to Liza Atamy’s column, “Who are the real terrorists?” 
from Feb. 6.
The comment below refers to the staff report,“Blood drives stopped” from Jan. 30.
Readers can respond to any Spartan Daily article at thespartandaily.com
It doesn’t matter how
hilarious you think you are; 
there is always a
time you will fail.
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Just as the Student Union was settling down 
for the concert, Sarah Lee Guthrie was sitting 
with her two children.
Johnny Irion, her husband, was shuffl ing 
back from somewhere with a cup of Peet’s cof-
fee in one hand and a guitar tuner in the other.
After casually tuning up, the duo went 
behind their microphones and Irion said in a 
modest whisper, “We’d like to thank the As-
sociated Students for bringing Sarah Lee and 
myself here today.”
SJSU music fans toddled into the Student 
Union Wednesday and heard the sweet folk 
harmonies of Guthrie and Irion at the fi rst show 
of the Wednesday Nooner Concert series.
The Associated Students-sponsored month-
ly series occurs the fi rst Wednesday of each 
month at — as the name implies — noon, 
according to Duncan Lange, marketing and 
events manager of Associated Students.
While on-campus concerts are nothing new, 
only since Fall ‘06 have they consistently been 
held on Wednesdays, Lange said.
Under Lange’s control, the dates are set, 
and the acts are found, among other criteria, 
based on which artists can fi ll the slots, as op-
posed to aiming for specifi c artists when they 
come to town.
Lange said this means the concerts can be 
planned and advertised further in advance, 
without surprise concerts popping up because 
a band playing in San Francisco might be in 
town on a certain date. 
“We’d rather be better advertised than put a 
specifi c band in,” Lange said.
Booking folk duo Guthrie and Irion, the 
granddaughter of 30s and 40s folk legend 
Woody Guthrie and the great nephew of author 
John Steinbeck, respectively, was a no-brainer 
for Lange, a lifelong Woody Guthrie fan who 
happens to share the legendary folksinger’s 
birthday.
Booking the duo was a joy too, Lange said, 
since they had coincidentally been looking for 
West Coast shows when Lange began fi lling 
dates for the concert series.
Guthrie and Irion then blew through a set of 
gloomy, rootsy and occasionally sunshiny folk 
accounts of life on the road, life with kids and 
life after 9/11, among other themes.
Most songs were prefaced by anecdotal in-
troductions, such as Guthrie’s account of her 
father’s purchase of what he called a “bring-
your-own-god” church and her obsession with 
strange numerical coincidences and math-
ematics.
As the two were set to play a tune on guitars, 
Irion said suddenly, “I think I’ll play piano on 
this one,” and he set down his guitar and head-
ed to the piano, while Guthrie muttered back, 
“Johnny, you haven’t played piano in …”
The spontaneity added to the relaxed, liv-
ing-room atmosphere.
“They compliment each other very well,” 
said Marsha Robles, a senior kinesiology 
major.
Robert Murua, a junior accounting major, 
overheard the concert and liked the sound.
“I’m defi nitely going to buy a CD … It just 
caught my ear,” he said.
Guthrie said playing SJSU’s Student Union 
was  “a little more organic” than many other 
venues. 
Since it was a free event, she said,  “It was 
nice to just put our energy out there and see 
what happens.”
 “I had a blast. That was really good,” Irion 
said, “I haven’t played during the daytime in a 
really long time.”
“There’s a lot of room for people to learn 
about folk, keep the fi re burning,” he said, 
“Hopefully, we’re adding more coals to the 
fi re.”
Two more concerts are scheduled for March 
5 and April 2, according to Clifton Gold, mar-
keting and events coordinator.
Acts for the remaining fi rst Wednesdays are 
still to be announced. 
The tentative booking for Alternative band 
Derby, which would have been March 5, fell 
through, but there is buzz that fl amenco musi-
cians Incendio/Kaweh may fi ll the fi nal April 
2 date, Gold said. 
By ANGELO LANHAM
Staff  Writer
Folk duo leads free concert series Send your tastebuds on 
a ‘Vacation’ 
Try it at home:
1oz. Pearl Pomegranate Vodka
1/2 oz. Smirnoff Citrus
1/2 oz. Triple Sec
Sour Mix
Sprite
Splash of Cranberry Juice
By COLLEEN WATSON
Staff  Writer
The San Jose Bar and Grill is 
two blocks from campus on Second 
Street. Not being familiar with down-
town San Jose, I took the advice of a 
friend and went inside.
The San Jose Bar and Grill is an 
odd mix of sports bar and swanky 
lounge. Tall ceilings give way to red 
velvet drapes that cover intimate eat-
ing areas and funky couches. In the 
center of it all is a Cheers-like wood-
en bar with beers on tap and rows of 
bottles with varying levels of alcohol 
in them.
It had happy hour, and I didn’t 
care about anything else.
Behind the bar stood Joe Finnegan 
and Mark Contreras, greeting cus-
tomers with easy smiles and con-
versation. I asked them for the bar’s 
signature drink and got a couple of 
confused looks in return.
 After I explained the concept of 
drink of the week, they conferred 
and returned with a suggestion — the 
Pomegranate Vacation.
My drink arrived in a pint glass 
with a lemon wedge. The deep pink 
color screamed sickly sweet, girlie 
drink, but the fl avor was light, fruity 
and not too sugary.
I saw Finnegan give a generous 
pour of vodka into the shaker, but I 
could barely taste the alcohol. The 
Pearl Pomegranate Vodka, which 
was the main ingredient, tasted more 
like water with a slight zing.
The drink went down smoothly, 
and I could easily see myself drink-
ing way too many of them. 
Although the drink didn’t bring 
to mind sandy beaches or any other 
type of vacation spot, I would order 
this drink again, especially during 
happy hour.
Drink 
of the
Week
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Folksingers Sarah Lee Guthrie and Johnny Irion perform in the Student Union as part 
of a concert series. 
